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LOUISIANA COMMISSION ON PERINATAL CARE AND PREVENTION OF INFANT MORTALITY

DHH Bienville Building, 628 N 4th St, 1st Floor Room 173 Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Optional call-in for members 1888-204-5984 Access Code 1982918

Sep 10, 2015
Attendees: 
Dr. P. Scott Barrilleaux, Chair, Rep. Regina Barrow, Dr. Robert Blereau, Gaye Dean, Dr. William Gill(phone), Dr. Debra Hollingsworth (phone), Beth Manning, Dr. Cliff Moore , Dr. Tina Stefanski (phone), Dr. Rodney Wise, Amy Zapata
Guests:  
Berkley Durbin, Ashley Politz, Makesha Judson, Dr. James Hussey, Carol Foret, Linda Carter, Cynthia Bennett, Robin Gruenfeld ,Chloe Lake, Melissa McNeil, Dr. Lyn Kieltyka(phone), Luisa F. Soaterna-Castañeda, Regional MCH Coordinators (all on phone): Rosa Bustamante-Forest  Kelly Bankston, Nicole Soudelier, Chris Cornell, Annelle Tanner, Lisa Norman, Marty Hennegan
Meeting Notes:

1) Welcome /Introductions
2) Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS)/House Concurrent Resolution No. 162/ 
Dr. Hussey, the Medicaid Behavioral Health Medical Director, gave a presentation on Medicaid’s efforts around NAS in an effort to find ways to collaborate with the Perinatal Commission. Their group has assembled a team from the Center for Medicaid Services, Office of Behavioral Health, and other partners to participate in a yearlong intensive learning collaborative focused on creating a model to reduce NAS in Louisiana. By Dec 31, 2016, the committee aims to increase early identification, treatment, and referral by 5% from 2013.  Subcommittees formed around topics such as payment reform, early intervention, and referral to services. Major outcomes of the workgroup include a flow chart, a toolkit, and educational materials. The workgroup has identified three pilot areas: OPH Regions 2 (Capitol area), 3 (Bayou Parishes), and 9 (Florida Parishes). The team would eventually like to expand the model to include fetal alcohol syndrome, drug assisted treatment, and other topics. Dr. Hussey is looking for a representative from the Perinatal Commission to join the collaborative.

In terms of House Concurrent Resolution No. 162, drafts of the subgroups’ study of NAS are due November 15, 2015. Dr. Wise will reach out to subgroups before then. Greg Wadell noted that the “Legal” subgroup is looking for an intern: Amy Zapata reported that the Young Child Wellness Collaborative had an upcoming meeting where they would develop a plan.
3) Perinatal Outcomes in Louisiana –


Melissa McNeil, epidemiologist of the Bureau of Family Health, presented a follow up to Dr. Lyn Kieltyka’s presentation at the last meeting, around specific Louisiana MCH indicators in Louisiana by parish and by public health region. The indicators explored included infant mortality, low birth weight, preterm birth, and entry and adequacy of prenatal care. Interested individuals may contact Melissa McNeil (Melissa.McNeil@la.gov) with further questions.  
4) Medicaid Perinatal Quality Collaborative & Kickoff
Louisiana was accepted to participate in a collaborative around maternal clinical care outcomes in a project called AIM (Alliance for Innovation on Maternal Health). AIM is a hospital-based quality improvement initiative that  includes partnerships with states and major hospital systems to implement maternity safety practices (bundles) in all hospitals for the three most preventable causes of maternal death: Obstetric Hemorrhage, Severe Hypertension, and Venous Thromboembolism (Blood clots/pulmonary embolism). Additional bundles focus on safely reducing low-risk primary cesarean deliveries and improving postpartum care to enhance interconception care. There is a breakout planning session slated for the March of Dimes Prematurity Prevention Summit on November 5, 2015 
5) Text4baby

Luisa F. Soaterna-Castañeda, Senior Outreach and Multicultural Specialist at Text4Baby (a partnership of ZERO TO THREE, and Voxiva, Inc) introduced the national program to perinatal commission members. Text4Baby  is a free  text messaging service for pregnant women and new moms. Text messages are sent three times a week with information on how to have a healthy pregnancy and a healthy baby. The text messages are timed to the pregnant woman’s due date or the baby’s date of birth. Participants can sign up for text4baby in English by texting BABY to 511411. Alternately, families can sign up for text4baby in Spanish by texting BEBE to 511411.

In Louisiana, Text4baby collaborates with DHH (Medicaid and the Bureau of Family Health) managed care organizations, and others to develop messaging. For example, Text4baby has developed messaging around 17P and began sending those  out last month to enrollees. Those texts have had a high response rate.  The Perinatal Commission is encouraged to view Text4baby as a tool at their disposal. The messages can be statewide, regional, or targeted to mothers’ zip code.  

6) Review/Approval of Minutes
Quorum was not met.

7) Upcoming Meetings
Next PC commission meeting is Nov 10, 2015. 
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